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URESTI FILES BILL PROVIDING PRE-K CLASSES FOR CHILDREN OF ACTIVE DUTY 
MILITARY 

For Immediate Release 
Friday, April 21, 2006 

 
SAN ANTONIO -- State Rep. Carlos I. Uresti today filed House Bill 90 to provide pre-K classes 
to the children of active duty military personnel in the state.  
 
 
"During a time of war, when military personnel are asked to sacrifice everything for their 
country, it is our obligation to ensure that their children are taken care of in their absence. Many 
military parents must leave their kids behind during the early formative years of childhood. 
While active duty personnel are away, our state should ensure that a solid educational foundation 
is laid for their children by making pre-kindergarten classes accessible to them," Uresti stated. 
 
 
House Bill 90 would expand eligibility for free pre-K classes to the children of active duty 
military personnel, National Guard and Reserve personnel activated for service, and the children 
of military personnel who are killed, injured or recuperating from injuries sustained during active 
duty.  
 
 
"Supporting our military personnel and their families is a bipartisan effort that affects Texans 
throughout the state" Uresti said. "I am confident that I can count on my fellow legislators to 
back House Bill 90." 
 
 
For more information, please call Ryan Sullivan at 512-463-1538 or 512 463-0714. 
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History of Vance should be made available to all 
Editorial 
April 26, 2006 
CNHI News Service  
— Northwest Oklahoma has a rich history. 
That history will be highlighted — as will the entire state of Oklahoma’s history — next year 
during our centennial. 
Oklahoma is turning 100 years old next year, and we plan to celebrate in style. Oklahoma 
Centennial Commemoration Commission has handed out $16 million across the state for projects 
geared toward the Sooner State’s birthday. 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa received $4 million each from the commission. The other $8 million 
was divided up among projects around the rest of the state. 
Two Enid projects were among those selected for funding. Museum of the Cherokee Strip will 
receive $200,000 to help expand the museum into Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center. 
Enid’s Air Force Association chapter will receive $34,000 for the Pioneer Statue aviator’s 
monument to be placed in the headquarters building at Vance Air Force Base. 
We are glad to see Enid receive funding for these projects. As the main city to grow out of the 
Cherokee Strip Land Run, Enid is well-deserving of the money. 
Fourteen other northwest Oklahoma projects will receive funding, too. 
These projects will be a source of pride for years to come for everyone in the communities that 
will receive funding. 
We hope the celebration of Oklahoma’s centennial will spur other projects throughout the area as 
well. There obviously is not enough money from the centennial commission to fund everything, 
and that’s where communities and individuals need to step forward. 
One project we would like to see here in Enid is a museum about Vance. 
The statue to be built honoring, among others, the base’s namesake, Leon Vance, and space 
shuttle commander Eileen Collins is a wonderful thing. However, the vast majority of Enid 
residents won’t ever get to see it, except perhaps on special occasions like open houses. The 
same holds true for the static aircraft displays on base. 
The histories of Enid and Vance have been intertwined since Vance was established in 1941. 
We hope something can be done to create a museum detailing Vance’s history. Now would be 
the perfect time to plan it. The Air Force is working on extending the base’s gates one mile to the 
north. There are plans for a visitors’ center we would like to see expanded so people can learn 
about the base. 
We also hope officials set aside an area so people can view the runways and watch the planes 
take off and land. 
Enid and Vance have a great relationship. We would hope that relationship could be expanded 
with a museum.  
 


